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PGA Professionals affected by the recent flooding in the Midwest can  

apply for assistance from the PGA Disaster Relief Fund. Golf industry 

personnel affected directly by qualified natural disasters should seek 

assistance through the Golf Relief and Assistance Fund.  

Nebraska Section PGA | 610 J Street., Ste 10 | Lincoln, NE 68508 | Ph: (402) 489-7760 | Fax: (402) 489-1785 | www.nebraskapga.com 

https://www.pga.org/articles/pga-disaster-relief-fund
http://golfrelieffund.org/
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Golf Relief and Assistance Fund  
Available to Aid Victims of Midwest Flooding 

  
Fund Originated by the PGA of America Helps Golf Industry Personnel  

Affected by the Flood and Future Qualified Natural Disasters 

 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. (March 22, 2019) ï The Golf Relief and Assistance 
Fund was created by the PGA of America to help golf industry personnel affected di-
rectly by qualified natural disasters. Administered by the largest community founda-
tion in the world, Silicon Valley Community Foundation, of Mountain View, California, 
the fund is available to aid those dealing with the devastating flooding in the Midwest. 

 

The fundðlaunched by the PGA in 2017, with an initial contribution of $250,000ðis 
designed to support both PGA Members and non-members who work in the industry. 
Since its inception, the Golf Relief and Assistance Fund has helped golf industry 
members affected by qualified natural disasters. 

 

ñThe Golf Relief and Assistance Fund is a model that has shown how the golf industry 
helps one another in times of need,ò said PGA President Suzy Whaley. ñAs these 
devastating floods affect Americaôs heartland, we turn to PGA Professionals to spread 
the word about the availability of this fund to anyone in the golf industry who needs 
assistance.ò 

 

To either make a tax-deductible contribution to the Golf Relief and Assistance Fund or 
to apply for assistance, please visit GolfReliefFund.org. 

 

About Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation advances innovative philanthropic solutions to 
challenging problems. As the largest community foundation in the world, we engage 
donors and corporations from Silicon Valley, across the country and around the globe 
to make our region and world better for all. Our passion for helping people and organ-
izations achieve their philanthropic dreams has created a global philanthropic enter-
prise committed to the belief that possibilities start here. Learn more at sili-
convalleycf.org. 

 

About the PGA of America 
The PGA of America is one of the worldôs largest sports organizations, composed of 
PGA Professionals who daily work to grow interest and participation in the game of 
golf. For more information about the PGA of America, visit PGA.org, follow @PGA on 
Twitter and find us on Facebook. 

 

Media Contact:  
Michael Abramowitz, PGA of America 561/624-8458 mabramowitz@pgahq.com 
Jared Minski, Mastro Communications, Inc. 732/469-5700 jared@mastrocomm.com 

 

http://golfrelieffund.org/
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Noor Ahmed has seldom gone 
unnoticed in her life, first impres-
sions generally her bane. Her 
name alone was enough to at-
tract attention. So was the hijab 
she began to wear as a seventh 
grader. In high school, she drove 
a ô98 Ford F150 pickup with a 
stick shift and more miles on it 
than a trusty old putter, while still 
wearing the hijab and often as 
not headed to the golf course. 
 
Then it was off to college, to the 
heartland, the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln. ñHere I definitely 
stick out like a sore thumb.ò 
 
First impressions are what they 

are, visceral reactions often untethered to reality. Ahmed, an American Muslim, has experienced 
the gamut of them, from indifference and curiosity to hostility and racism. 
 
Whatever connotations one assigns to a hijab, a traditional head covering for Muslim women, they 
would do well to avail themselves of a second impression of Ahmed. 
 
ñI honestly canôt say enough positive and wonderful things about Noor,ò Kelli Corlett said. Corlett 
was one of Ahmedôs life skills coaches at The First Tee of Greater Sacramento and was her chaper-
one when Ahmed was invited to speak at the First Tee Congressional Breakfast in Washington, 
D.C., two years ago. 
 
ñSheôs poised. Sheôs certainly an incredible golfer. Sheôs extremely intelligent. She understands 
what it means to be a good person. She puts others first. Sheôs an absolute joy to be around.ò 
 
This is not an outlier opinion of Ahmed, a sophomore on the womenôs golf team at Nebraska and 
believed to be the first Muslim to play college golf observing the hijab. 
 
ñShe is an impressive young woman,ò Nebraska coach Robin Krapfl said via email. ñI know she 
feels a responsibility to be a good role model for younger Muslim girls, but there is no doubt she is. 
Iôm proud of her for embracing that responsibility and for the maturity she displays facing challenges 
she has to deal with on a daily basis.ò 
 
Ahmed is the daughter of Egyptian parents, who emigrated to the United States. Her father, Tamer, 
arrived with her grandfather, who was fleeing political persecution. Noor was born in Austin, Texas, 
but the family settled in the Sacramento area, where Tamer is a civil engineer with the California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation and Noorôs mother, Hoda, is an elementary school 
teacher. 
 
Noorôs parents encouraged her and her younger brother Yusuf to pursue sportsðñathletics in gen-
eral is a big part of Egyptian culture,ò she saidðand their home on the seventh hole of Empire 
Ranch Golf Club in the Sacramento suburb of Folsom, was enticingly convenient. 
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She took the game up, though she was not living under par so much as under the illusion that golf 
was supposed to be fun. Or easy. 
 
ñI was 8. I hated it,ò she said. ñIt was so hard. It was aggravating for me. Golf is the most humbling 
sport. It took me awhile to learn that golf is a sport in which you get out of it what you put into it.ò 
 
She wanted to quit, but Dad said no. ñIf you want to be good at something you have to keep trying,ò 
he told her. She began setting small goals, easier to achieve, and ñfell in love with the process of 
investing and getting a return.ò 

It helped, too, that her father provided incentives, like letting her get a cell phone were she finally to 
beat him. ñBeing a fourth grader, that was the best thing ever. I worked really hard for five or six 
months, and I beat him.ò Next, he promised her a smart phone once she broke par. She earned 
that, too. 

Ahmedôs interest in 
the game expanded to 
include the LPGA, 
where she joined the 
legions who were fans 
of Lorena Ochoa. She 
attended the CVS 
Pharmacy LPGA 
Challenge one year 
and when play backed 
up on a tee box, 
Ochoa came over, 
said hello to her and 
offered her a sand-
wich. She declined. ñI 
was too shy,ò she 
said. 

That was an under-
statement. The bully-
ing started in kinder-
garten and carried on 
through elementary 
school and into middle 
school. ñGrowing up, 
Iôve been told pretty 
straight up that people 
who look like me donôt belong in this country,ò she said. ñIôve heard every racial slur in the book.ò 

Classmates who befriended her only for the help she could provide them with their school work 
abandoned her when they no longer needed her. Depression and anxiety followed and she ñfelt 
worthless,ò she said. 

Then came the hijab. ñI think it is an obligation for women to dress modestly. That is how some 
women choose to do that. I started wearing it the middle of the seventh grade. It felt like the right 
time. I didnôt talk to anybody about it. I didnôt talk to any of my family about it. I didnôt want any influ-
ence. I wanted to do it at the right time, and it felt right.ò 

The reaction likely was predictable. She lost friends over it, though over time some realized that she 
was the same person dressed differently. Meanwhile, she began to question ñwhether being an 
American and Muslim were antithetical,ò she said in a speech she gave at the First Tee Congres-
sional Breakfast. 

Continue Reading 

https://www.golfdigest.com/story/noor-ahmed-an-american-muslim-observing-the-hijab-playing-college-golf-and-breaking-barriers

